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scallops in the allocation of enhancement resources.  Productive bay scallop areas need to 
be identified for potential spawning sanctuaries or for enhancement activities. 

3.1 GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 
 

The goals of the 2007 North Carolina Bay Scallop Fishery Management Plan (FMP) 
are to implement a management strategy that restore the stock, maintain sustainable 
harvest, maximize the social and economic value, and consider the needs of all user 
groups. To achieve these goals, it is recommended that the following objectives be met: 
 
1. Develop an objective management program that restores and maintains 

sustainable harvest.  
 
2. Promote the protection, restoration, and enhancement of habitats and water 

quality necessary for enhancing the fishery resource. 
 
3. Identify, enhance, and initiate studies to increase our understanding of bay scallop 

biology, predator/prey relationships, and population dynamics in North Carolina. 
 
4. Investigate methods for protecting and enhancing the spawning stock.  
 
5. Address social and economic concerns of all user groups. 
 
6. Promote public awareness regarding the status and management of the North 

Carolina bay scallop stock.   

3.2 MARINE FISHERIES COMMISSION SELECTED MANAGEMENT 
STRATEGIES 

 
The proposed management strategy for the bay scallop fishery in North Carolina 

is prohibit take until an independent sampling indicator can determine re-opening with 
further measures in place to ensure spawning is complete and the economic yield is at an 
optimum for fishermen. Improving data collection on population dynamics, harvest, 
environment, and socioeconomic aspects relative to bay scallops is recommended 
throughout the FMP to provide more comprehensive information for assisting in future 
management decisions. Proposed rule changes to implement the management strategies 
are found in Appendix 12.7. 

3.2.1 SUSTAINABLE HARVEST STRATEGY 
 

The statutory obligation to manage bay scallops according to sustainable harvest 
cannot be met until the appropriate data are collected. Since commercial harvest levels 
are at an all time low, prohibited take of bay scallops is recommended until sampling can 
define an independent indicator for re-opening a harvest season. When a harvest season 
can be re-opened further measures are recommended in rule to ensure spawning is 
complete and the economic yield is at an optimum for the fishermen.  


